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Augustus, and Trajan was little more than the desire
of an aristocracy for caste ascendency, the contempt
of Italians for conquered races, and a feeling in the
higher circles of society that life was only desirable
in Rome. We can scarcely give the name of patriot-
ism to the devotion of a tribe to its chief, or to the
bitter hatred of one race for another; and these
feelings come out predominantly in the history of
the Middle Ages. The gentlemen of Aquitaine, who
so largely contributed to win the battle of Poitiers,
were fighting against what we should now consider
France, and were certainly not fighting for England,
but for an English king, who had claims upon their
allegiance, and whom they renounced when his yoke
proved burdensome. Nevertheless, it is probable
that the terrible French and English wars did actually
lead to a great development of the spirit of nationality
as we understand it, and so to a larger conception of
patriotism. Still, both in England and in France,
centuries passed before the duty to the laws or to
Fatherland was recognised as more important than
loyalty to the sovereign.

It may be admitted that a great many various
motives contribute to form even a modern patriot.
Still, it is not very difficult to express a popular idea
of the limitations of the modern feeling. Patriotism
is now the feeling that binds together people who
are of the same race, or who at least inhabit the
same country, so that they shall try to preserve the
body politic as it exists, and recover for it what it
has lost, or acquire what seems naturally to belong
to it. It seeks within the country to procure the
establishment of the best possible order. It enjoins
the sacrifice of property, liberty, or life for the attain-